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PRICE TEN CENTS &

-Advertisement-

USE T-4-1 for ATHLETE'S
FOOT BECAUSE-—

It peels off the outer skin and ex-
poses buried fungi to kill it on con-
tact.

back at any drug store. Today at
Blake’s Pharmacy.
-Advertisement-

Banker Says Personal
Checking Accounts Are
Growing In Popularity

Mr. Leland L. Fuller, Vice-Presi-
dent of Central Trust ‘Company and
Manager of the ‘Williamson Office
said today: “One of the most flour-
ishing departments in contemgporary
banking is the personal checking
account,

Ced

“

. “More and more people are using
it as the sound method of handling
household and personal expenses.

“4Here at the Williamson Office of
Central Trust we have a greater
demand every 'week dfor Senvice
Check Accounts, It is quite under-
standable since the cost is 50 reason-
able - - - only 10 cents a check, no
othen charges. Furthermore, no
minimum balance is required, and
it takes only a few minutes to open
an account.

‘The convenience of 'a Service
Check Account is really amazing.
Bills can be paid by mail. WA check
is a big saving on postal money or-
ders. And there is always a legal
receipt for payment with thée can-
celled check.

‘I think that so many ipeople us-
ing Central/Trust Senvice Checks js
wondernful evidence of the new ap-
proach Americans have to sound
personal and household financing, 1
am certain that the large majority
of persons in this area will eventu-
ally come to see us regarding a Ser-
vice 'Checking ‘Account of their own.
Here at the Williamson Office of
Central Trust Company, we are
convinced, it’s just good business.”

If not pleased IN ONE HOUR |}
with instant-drying T-4-L, your 40c¢|’

SUNSPOTS

By Lilah Henry

|

A HOUSE ON THE RIDGE

He who loves an old house never loves in vain,
How can an old house used to sun and rain,

To lilac and larkspur and elm above,
Ever fail to answer the heart that gives it love?

For 113 years now the old house
has watched with placid content-
ment the comings and goings of men
along The Ridge. Lilac bushes
standing on tiptoe now peek shyly
into the wpstairs windows, and
creeping woodbine run exploring
fingers diagonally up its walls.
Giant sugar maples bend in whis-
pered confidences above its rooftop
and lilies-of-the-valley nestle close
to its feet.

Giant snowball bushes standing
off a bit in the yard, as if to get a
better perspective of the rows and
rows of smooth round lake stones
which dorm its_sturdy walls, nodded
approving heads as I too, took up a
stance on the lawn to get a Dbetter
view of the old house.

A woodsy scent mingled with the
fragrance of old fashioned peonies
drifted past me from the back of the
house. 1As I walked back past the
weigela bushes, the remnants of a
former garden came into view. Here
were old fashioned shrub roses with
bursting ‘buds, iris clumps and
browning daffodil spikes tangled
with weeds beneath the branches of
a flowering quince. Here must have
been a wpath which led down
through the flower garden to the
lower end where now lusty, untrim-
med forsythia bushes crowded their
branches into the faces of the sur-
rounding vegetation.

* * * .

I HALF EXIPECTED to see Eng-
lish bred Ann Britton and her aris-
tocratic farmer husband, Richard
Britton, (who built this house on
The Ridge west of Williamson) come
around the side of the house and
join me in the garden. They had
come from Yorkshire, England
1831 to settle on this farm and live
in a log cabin for eight vears, while
the land was being cleared. In fact
they landed in Pultneyville just 121
years ago this month after a seven
weeks voyage across the Atlantic.

Richard was a veterinary surgeon
as well as a farmer and a Republi-
can, and after a time the town poor-
master. And so, befitting a mad
of his station, he built a magnificent
cobblestone dwelling, in the year of
1839. Ann and Richard by that time
had two sons and a daughter.

The second son Joseph who was
born in 1833, grew up, married and
stayed on at the old homestead.
Two frame sections were added to
the original cobblestone house as
the years went by The wooden
section to the west 1s still there to-

inc

—From Conant’s ‘Old House’

day, but the east wing has hbeen
moved down the road to the east a
short distance and used as the basis
of what-is now the tenant house on
the farm.

Joseph, who in his younger days
attended Sodus Academy, was also
a Republican and a Town Assessor
for ten years. 'On ‘October 27, 1864
he married Elizabeth Clark of On-
tarto and to them was born one
daughter, whom they named Carrie.

Carrie, who was born and

lived and died in the old Brit-
ton house, married a Watertown
merchant by the name of Elmer
V. Santee. Thus it came about
after the death of Carrie's fa-
ther, Joseph, in 1900, the old
homestead was occupied by ten-
ant farmers for about seven
years, since there was no male
heir to carry on the operation of
the farm,

‘After ‘her marriage Carrie lived in
Watertown for a time and her
mother left the old homestead to
live with iCarrie. However the tie
which bound them to the old cobble-
stone house must ‘have been really
strong because ICarrie and her fam-
ily used to spend their Summers in
the house, using the downstairs
rooms of the cobblestone part of the
house, while the tenant farmers
occupied the wooden west wing and
the second floor of the stone part.

Finally seven years after the
turn of the century the ‘Santee fam-
ily came back to the farm to live
and Carrie’'s husband Elmer took
over the operation of the farm. He
developed several acres of fruit on
the farm and began raising chickens
ar_ltd shipping eggs to New York
ity.

The Saniees had one son
Howard, who was a Freshman
in high school the year his fam-
ily moved back to the old Brit-
ton homestead. Years later at
the death of his parents, How-
ard fell heir to the farm house
and the land. In 1947, he offered
it for sale. At that time the
Cobblestone house had been in
the possession of the same fam-
ily for 108 years.

* & *

TWO ROBINS dashed past me
to scold and jump at each other on
the lawn ‘beyond the flowering
quince tree and a frightened baby
bunny fled with lightning bounds
into the tall grass of the orchard be-

vond the flower garden. Someone

spoke my name and I turned to see
Lauretta Knapp coming through the
deep doorway at the back of the
old cobblestone house.

“It was nice of you to stop in,”
she said. “Just a minute while I
get the baby settled out here in the
sunshine,” and with characteristic
efficiency she scooped up the young-
ster under one arm and grasping the
handle bars of a tricycle with the
other hand that already held a coil
of rope, transported them all swift-
ly to a sunny spot on the lawn.

Depositing them on the grass she
snapped one end of the rope to the
harness the baby wore, uncoiled
the rope and thrust the long spike-
like blade attached to the other end
of the rope into the ground and
pushed it into the earth to the
hilt with her foot. The swivel at
the upper end of the blade allowed
the youngster to wander over a
large circular area, which kept
him contented while Lauretta show-
ed me around.

As we walked toward the
house she told me that she and
her husband, John, bought the
old house last March, and that
they plan to build a terrace at
the east and north sides of the
house next year and turn the
old woodshed, with its L shaped
area into a Summer house with
a picnic table and chairs for
lounging.

* * E ]

GOING INTO THE main part of
the house through the back door
leading from the proposed terrace,
we followed a hall into the room the
<napps have fransformed into an
early American kitchen.

In years past this room was used
as a dining room. Its hardwood
floor made of extiremely narrow
strips of wood shone with the high
gloss of the gymy seal which had
been applied to it It looked so vir-
ginal that @ hesitated to step on it,
but Lauretta assured me that it was
very simple to keep clean.

The furnishings were early
American pine very much in
keeping with the provincial
wall paper recently applied.
There was a century old Dutch
cupboard, hand made of pine
and put together with pegs.
Holes along the front edges of
some of the shelves showed
where some pioneer housewife
must have hung her table silver.
An ancient pine dry-sink, which

she discovered in the woodshed,
Lauretta has had refinished, placed
in front of one of the kitchen win-
dows, and a stainless steel sink
installed in it. 'Now she is looking
for another just like it to refinish
and use as the base for a stainless
steel stove with a detached oven,
which she will have installed in
another spot in the kitchen.

Mo
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‘A ipine coat rack dating back to
the 1700s, Lauretta has refinished
and dastened to the wall near her
stove. From its numerous pegs she
suspended her copper pots and pans
by means of a rawhide loop in each

handle. . . s PR ES

JUST OFF the kitchen is a “pan-
try” and another little room which
the Knapps have transferred into a
play room for the children. There is
a low row of hooks where the older
son and his playmates can hang
their clothes and a lavatory just
the right height for the small fry to
wash dirty hands.

This room was formerly the kit~
chen, Lauretta explained. iIn it she
found a small table with two nar-
row leaves, oil cloth covered and be-
smired 'with a sticky black substance
which had dripped from the chim-
ney above it. Investigation revealed
the fact that the sticky stuff was
honey which had dripped out when
a swarm of jbees had used the chim-
ney for a beehive. The honey mixed
with the soot had covered the little
table.

After the strange mixture thad
been cleaned up Lauretta diseovered
that the table was a Hepplewhite
and guessed that it must have been
brought to America from England
by the first Ann and Richard Brit-
ton back in 1831. At any rate the
little table with its graceful leaves
will have a place of honor in the
Knapp’s living room, when it has
been refinished.

The Knapp’s dining room was
once the entrance hall in he
west wing of the house. Its
floor is covered with the same
narrow sirips of hard wood that
make up the kitchen floor. The
walls have been papered with an
early American wall paper call-
ed "Pride’s Crossing.”” A com-
panion fabric will be used as
curtains at the upper half of the
windows above the little pine
shutters, which Lauretta is hav-
ing insfalled in the lower half
of all the windows in the dining
room, the living room and the
den.

* * *

THE LIVING ROOM is in the
cobbestone ‘part of the house. It is
reached through a deep doorway
opening from the dining room. Here
the long wall opposite the windows
with their deep window ledges, has
been covered with a most unusual
hand blocked scenic paper depict-
ing a rural scene, in tones of shock-
ing pink, lime green and accents of
red on a chocolate background.

The paper shows a hundred year
old house, farm buildings, a field of
corn shocks, cows, horses, a pond
and a fisherman and a sail boat, a
red silo, a cart with red ‘wheels and
a man with a red jacket all in very
diminutive sizes. There are tall
lombardy poplars 1n two colors and
many other details which a person
does not see at first glance, all ex-
ecuted by the artist in a modern
technic.

The woodwork of the living room
has been painted chocolate to match
the background of the scenic paper
and the ceiling of the room the
shocking pink of some of the figures
in the paper. The effect is both
arresting and satisfying since the
other three walls of the room are
covered with plain chocolate wall
paper.

From the center of the ceiling
a black punched iin lantern de-
signed many years ago to hold a
candle, and now electrified,
hangs in solemn dignity and
when lighted showers dots of
lights over the ceiling and up-
per sidewalls.

Lauretta told me about an old
spool couch, which she is in the
process of upholstering in
shocking pink nylon, to be sil-
houetted against the scenic wall
paper.

n * & *

OPENING OFF THE living room
is a downstairs bedroom, which the
Knapps are using for a den and TV
room. Across the east wall of the
room stretches a fireplace with a
shallow cupboard above one end of
the miantel and a full length cup-
board at the end of the fireplace.

Lauretta told me that the fire-
place had been sealed up, but that
they had opened it and were plan-
ning to use it. They had already in-
stalled a brass fender and have since
placed a gas log in the opening. A
brass kettle handed down through
John’s family was most effective at
the side of the hearth.

SUN SPOTS—Continued

A flat heat pipe running up the
opposite wall of the room Lauretta
plans to conceal with a row of book
shelves. A door from this room
leads directly outdoors to the side
lawn. fThis is the door that in earl-
ier days led into the east frame
wing, before it was removed to help
make the tenant house. Next Bum-
mer it will give most convenient
access to the side terrace to be con-
structed to the east of the house.
There are five other outside doors]
in the housie‘z beside this one.

—

ened with pegs, and its flag stone
basement floor. They -are puttng
much time and thought into the
restoring of the interior of the house
and the furnishing of it in the right
spirit.

Attention is being given to small
details, [Instead of a cardboard box
or basket for the children’s toys,
there's an old time 20 inch wooden
butter bowl in the tiny alcove off
the kitchen in which the current
toys are piled. There’s an old
fashioned crockery cookie jar and
and old time canisters for coffee
and sugar in the kitchen, and two
matching blue coffee pots of another
generation on the pantry shelves.

In the living room is a dainty
slate back rocker which Lauretta’s
paternal grandfather, Thomas
Sheahen, bought for his wife when
they settled in their first home in
Williamson on the Ridge Chapel
Road after coming to this area from
Canada in 1888.

As they go about restoring the !
interior of their 113 year old '
house, the Knapps often have
the feeling that some one who
has cared deeply for the old
place is looking over their
shoulders. As they clear the
tangled weeds from the garden
paths and discover perennials
and flower bulbs and shrubs |
planted long ago by lovng hands
they often have the feeling that !
Carrie Santee and perhaps her .
father Joseph Britton are
watching and encouraging .
them. The Knapps look at the .
towering trees extending pro- .
tective arms about the old °°
house, and wonder if Richard
and Ann Britton of England did
not set out these trees, the year
they built the cobblestone
house.

1

[ * -

'SINQOE VISITING the old cobble-
stone house and seeing what thae
Knapps are doing to restore it, I
sent a note off to Howard Gantee
who lives in New York City asking
him to verify the date the house was
built and similar facts. Thus for
many of the historical facts men-
tioned above I am indebted to How-
ard who answered immediately and

at length. (It was Howard’s great
grandfather, of course, who built
the house.)

To quote from the closing para-
graphs of his letter: “In 1907 we
moved back to the famnm ... and
occupied the whole house, as it 1is
now, after making some alterations.
For example, in what we used for
a dining room there -was a_finy
bedroom in addition to the dining
space, which we tore out to make
one large room. This little down-
stairs bedroom was so0 small that
special furniture had to be made to
fit. (We stil have the miniature
“commode,” marble topped, which
we find just right as a bedside
table between our twin beds in the
apartment.”
He went on to say, “If there are
other details you need to know,
please don't hesitate to ask aboutl
them, and T'll do my best to ans-
wer,” and then very generously
added at the bottom, “Incidently the
main reason we still subscribe to
The Sun is to be able to read your
Sun Spots” X
Thanks, Howard. It's nice to
know that a busy executive, takes
time out to read the home tfown
vaper!

R. E. STRICKLAND
Electrical Contractor
Industrial Maintenance
House Wiring

General Eleciric . Gibson
and Sunbeam Appliances

General Electric - Maiesgig
Sentinel Radios and Television

Phone Williamson 7281

There is no greater

DANGER

than being without
Auto Insurance

C. M. DeIUTTER

BRADLEY AGENCY, INC.
3 West Main St Phone 8811

‘“The Biggest-Small Agency in
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HIGHEST PRICES PAID
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Reverse the Charges




